SECTION XIV

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT

OTHER sections have dealt with the use of electricity for the purposes
of lighting" and of heating. In the not very distant past, this would
have exhausted the ways in which electricity could be used in the
home. As Mr. Pawsey describes in the following Paper, the situation
is now radically changed. In the Jform of the heating element and of \
the small electric motor, electricity is able to help the housewife and
her family in a hundred ways.
The author points out, however, that a rational and efficient use
of the new apparatus is dependent on the reorganisation of the method
of wiring and on the standardisation of accessories. Successive
additions have been made to the wiring of most older houses, so that
they now contain a maze of cables and fuse boxes. Even many of the
most recently built houses have circuits which display few signs of
rationalisation. He believes that the adoption of the ring-main
system, combined with an adequate number of fully interchangeable
socket outlets, will pave the way to a greatly improved service. Many
of the traditional troubles, such as groping'in the dark when a main
fuse blows, can thereby readily be eliminated,
One of the greatest assets of electricity is its flexibility. It would be
a pity to carry standardisation of equipment to the point at which
this advantage is sacrificed. Apart from giving scope for the pre-
ferences'of the individual, the provision of socket outlets for portable
apparatus will not freeze the equipment at this particular stage of
development.
The author works systematically through the many intriguing
accessories which are already available in this country and elsewhere.
He also discusses the prospects of such revolutionary devices as
the electronic cooker, which can roast a joint by high-frequency
waves in a matter of a few seconds. He comes to the conclusion that
this last appliance, which is still far too expensive for home use, will
have to overcome considerable sales resistance before being at all
widely adopted.
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